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Making it easy to discover your home's history



Ready to Discover Your Home’s Story?

Whether you’re thinking about buying, have just moved in, or have lived in
your house for years, there's an amazing story waiting to be found. Every
home has its own history, and by learning about its past, you’ll understand
more about its place in time and its role in the community.

Your home has a rich and interesting history—from the neighborhood around
it to the families who lived there before you. By exploring its past, you can
learn about your home's design, the trends of the time, and the events that
shaped the world around it.

We’ve searched through old records, maps, and photos, and even talked to
local experts to bring your home’s story to life.

Whether you love history or are just curious about your home’s past, we hope
this report is both fun and informative. Homes often last longer than we do,
and you can feel good knowing you’re preserving its history for future
generations.

Sincerely,

Amanda Zielike
Dave Decker
Founders of HouseNovel
Questions? Reach out to info@housenovel.com
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Quick note about the data used on the following pages

The following data is provided by ATTOM, a professional data
company known for delivering comprehensive property information.

ATTOM’s mission is to gather and refine property tax, deed,
mortgage, foreclosure, environmental risk, natural hazard, and

neighborhood data for over 155 million U.S. properties, covering 99%
of the nation’s population.

We hope you find this data helpful; however, it is intended solely for
personal research and should not be used for financial decisions,

appraisals, or legal purposes. While we strive for accuracy,
HouseNovel cannot guarantee the data’s reliability or completeness.
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06
Design & Architecture

Victorian
Victorian architecture in America spans a variety of styles popular during Queen Victoria's reign (1837-1901). This era, marked
by rapid industrialization and urbanization, significantly influenced architectural design. Victorian architecture emerged in the
mid-19th century and continued into the early 20th century, showcasing eclectic and ornate tastes.

The Victorian era in America began with the Greek Revival style, followed by Gothic Revival in the 1840s and 1850s, featuring
steeply pitched roofs, pointed arches, and intricate woodwork, especially in churches and institutional buildings.

The Italianate style gained popularity in the 1860s, inspired by Italian Renaissance villas, with low-pitched roofs, wide eaves,
decorative brackets, and tall, narrow windows. This style symbolized middle-class prosperity and was prevalent in urban areas.

The Second Empire style, popular in the 1860s and 1870s, featured a distinctive mansard roof, adding sophistication and
practicality by allowing an additional story of living space. This style was commonly used for public buildings and urban
residences.

The Stick style emerged post-Civil War as a precursor to the Queen Anne style. It emphasized decorative wooden trim, or
"stickwork," showcasing the house's structural framework. Stick style homes had steep gable roofs, overhanging eaves, and
large porches.

The Queen Anne style, dominant in the 1880s and 1890s, epitomizes Victorian architecture. These homes featured
asymmetrical facades, turrets, expansive porches, varied textures, materials like patterned shingles, decorative trim, and
vibrant paint colors.

Other Victorian styles included Romanesque Revival with heavy stone construction and rounded arches, and the Shingle style,
emphasizing complex shapes and wooden shingles.

Pattern books and architectural magazines in the late 19th century spread Victorian styles nationwide, making designs
accessible regardless of location or budget.

By the early 20th century, Victorian architecture waned as new movements like the Arts and Crafts and Prairie styles gained
prominence. However, the legacy of Victorian architecture endures in historic districts and preserved homes, showcasing the
era's ornate detailing, eclectic forms, and bold expressions, reflecting a period of profound transformation and creativity in
American history.

However, their legacy lives on in the historic neighborhoods and architectural landmarks that continue to captivate and inspire
admirers of Victorian architecture today.



Bringing your home’s history to Life

With era-inspired design
Style with a Story

Just like us, homes go through many
phases, picking up quirks, charm, and
character along the way. Think of houses
like cats with nine lives—living through
different design styles, renovations, and
upgrades that give them their unique
character and modern-day flair.

From their original build to the
many style eras they’ve
experienced, every home has a
story to tell, with each phase
adding a new layer to its
personality.

Vintage Vibes, Modern Lives
Bringing that history to life through decor that reflects
your home’s past decades can be a rewarding way to let
its personality shine through while still being perfect for
modern-day living. Mixing authentic vintage pieces with
era-inspired finds creates a space that feels both timeless
and personal. Plus, if your house has lived through
several eras, chances are you’ll find traces of each, from
original architectural details to furniture styles passed
down over time. By embracing this evolution with era-
inspired decor, you can honor your home’s journey while
adding your own touch, making it a place that feels like it
has stories to tell around every corner—stories that
seamlessly fit today’s lifestyle.

Explore our full collection of era-inspired decor and furniture at HouseNovelShop.com.
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Victorian

Victorian style embraced drama with ornate details, luxurious
textures, and deep, moody colors. Copper cookware was a

favorite in wealthier kitchens, where pots and pans were often
displayed proudly. Key design elements include patterned

wallpapers, heavy drapes, dark wood furniture, and intricate
moldings. To capture this opulent look, try velvet armchairs or

carved wood tables, pairing them with modern lighting and
metallic accents for a glamorous touch.

Art Deco
Art Deco emphasized luxury and modernity with bold geometric
patterns, vibrant colors, and plenty of shine, making it ideal for
those who love a touch of glam. Key design elements include
symmetry, mirrored surfaces, angular designs, and metallic

finishes. To achieve this chic look, opt for bold geometric decor
and streamlined furniture, mixing authentic Art Deco pieces

with sleek, era-inspired items for a contemporary twist.
Mid-Century Modern

Mid-century modern, celebrated for its clean lines, organic
forms, and functional focus, remains a favorite for its balance of

simplicity and warmth, often using materials like teak and
walnut. Key elements include low-profile furniture, pops of
color, wood tones, and functional, unembellished pieces. To
create this timeless look, anchor your space with bold color

accents and classic wood tones, blending retro and
contemporary styles for a unique, enduring vibe.

Retro

This era brought an eclectic mix of color, texture, and bold
patterns that still inspires today. This era combined playful pops

of color—think mustard yellow, avocado green, and burnt
orange—with earthy tones to create a cozy, laid-back feel. Key
elements included shag carpeting, low-slung furniture, rattan

and wicker, and plenty of macramé. Patterns were big and bold,
from geometric shapes to floral and paisley prints. To capture

this vibe, mix funky patterns with vintage-inspired furniture and
rich textures, like rattan and velvet, to create a space that feels

inviting, nostalgic, and effortlessly cool.
Transitional

Transitional style embraced a softer take on modernism,
blending sleek, minimalist elements with cozy, personal touches.

This style balanced clean lines and neutral tones with the
warmth of comfortable decor, creating a space that felt both

contemporary and inviting. Key design elements included glass,
metal, open layouts, and subtle textures. To achieve this look,

pair streamlined furniture with cozy fabrics, and mix in antique
pieces for a touch of character, creating a balanced, timeless feel

that combines modern and classic aesthetics.

Modern

Modern style emphasizes simplicity, functionality, and open
spaces. Defined by clean lines, neutral color palettes, and

natural materials, it creates a fresh, polished look that feels both
airy and refined. Key elements include large windows, sleek

furniture, and organic textures. To bring warmth and character
to a modern space, try mixing streamlined furnishings with

vintage or antique decor—the contrast between old and new
adds an inviting, curated touch to any room.

Colonial

Colonial homes, influenced by European settlers, emphasize
symmetry and functionality with traditional wooden furniture,
neutral colors, and simple, elegant details. Copper cookware,

valued for its durability, was a kitchen staple. Key design
elements include dark wood furniture, Windsor chairs, four-

poster beds, brass accents, and hand-woven textiles. To
recreate this look, incorporate quality wood pieces and subtle

antiques for warmth, adding era-inspired items that blend
historic charm with modern functionality.



The rectangular survey system, enacted by the Land Ordinance Act of 1785, is now known as the Public Land Survey System
(PLSS). It divided western lands into grid-shaped townships and sections, providing crucial revenue for the young nation.
Before the PLSS, land was surveyed using the confusing metes and bounds system.

The PLSS uses a coordinate-based method, with distances and bearings measured from north-south meridians and east-west
base lines. The largest subdivision is the Public Land Survey Township, measuring six miles square and comprising 36 sections,
each one square mile (640 acres).

The U.S. Surveyor General's office was established in 1796 to survey expanding western lands. In 1836, it came under the
General Land Office (GLO), which was moved to the Department of Interior in 1849. The Surveyor General's office closed in
1925, and its duties transferred to the GLO, which was abolished in 1946, transferring responsibilities to the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM).

The Dept of the Interior, “A Surveying Party in the Field.” The post card highlights the GLO for the Sesqui-Centennial International Exposition, Philadelphia, PA 1926.   

In Minnesota, early land surveys (1848-1857) were managed
by the Surveyor General of Iowa and Wisconsin, with the
Minnesota office established in 1857, a year before
statehood. The office handled awarding survey contracts,
supervising fieldwork, preparing official plats, and managing
accounts. Minnesota land was surveyed under two systems
due to its historical territories: east of the Mississippi under
the Galena Base Line and 4th Principal Meridian, and west
under the Clarendon Base Line and 5th Principal Meridian.
The Minnesota office operated until December 1907.

Survey work involved deputy surveyors and crews using
chains and compasses. They marked boundaries with
monuments and bearing trees, sometimes building earth
mounds in prairie areas. The survey process included
mapping physical geography and noting man-made
features. Field notes, detailing soil, vegetation, and minerals,
have been digitized and are accessible online, with original
notes preserved by the Minnesota Historical Society.

Surveying

Department of the Interior, ‘A Surveying Party in the Field,’ postcard reverse, 1926



General Land Office Map

General Land Office, Hennepin County, 1876. The digital Public Land Survey plat map images are the result of a collaborative effort by the State
Archives of the Minnesota Historical Society, the Minnesota Department of Transportation, the Office of the Secretary of State, MnGeo and the
Minnesota Association of County Surveyors.



Racial Covenants

The following map represents the work of the University of Minnesota’s Mapping
Prejudice Project.

Background
Founded in 2016, Mapping Prejudice is committed to uncovering the legacy of racial
covenants in Minnesota—legal restrictions that once prevented people of color from
owning, renting, or occupying properties, primarily between 1910 and 1950. Through a
combination of digital mapping and community volunteer efforts, the project has
documented these covenants across Hennepin County, as shown on the following map.

Expanding the Vision
Mapping Prejudice began with Hennepin County and has since extended its research to
other counties in Minnesota and beyond. Their ultimate goal is to create a
comprehensive database of racial covenants throughout the Twin Cities metro area and
to develop tools that allow communities nationwide to explore the history of housing
discrimination.

Important Note: Racial Covenants are Not Enforceable
If you find that your property includes a racial covenant, know that it no longer holds any
legal authority. In 1948, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Shelley v. Kraemer that racial
covenants were unenforceable, setting a precedent nationwide. Minnesota took further
action in 1953, banning racial restrictions in warranty deeds. Although racial covenants
persisted in some areas until 1968, the federal Fair Housing Act ultimately made them
explicitly illegal. Today, these covenants remain as historical records but do not impose
any legal restriction on property ownership or use.

A Community-Powered Mission
Mapping Prejudice depends on volunteers to transcribe historical deeds, making the
history of racial covenants accessible and visible. So far, more than 8,200 volunteers
have contributed over 40,000 hours to map 42,000 covenants. All data and maps are
freely available for public access and use.

Get Involved
Mapping Prejudice invites community members to join this mission by volunteering to
read deeds and contribute to a greater understanding of racial history in housing.

For more information, visit mappingprejudice.umn.edu or justdeeds.org.





Saw mills on east side of St. Anthony Falls, circa 1855 (MNHS) & Minneapolis from a similar view today (Three Rivers Park District)

CITY HISTORY

Minneapolis
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The history of housing development in Minneapolis cannot be told without acknowledging the deep connection
to the Native American peoples who originally inhabited the land. The Dakota, in particular, were the primary
Indigenous group living in the area that would become Minneapolis. For centuries, the Dakota people lived in
seasonal settlements along the rivers, particularly around Bdote, the confluence of the Mississippi and
Minnesota Rivers, which they regarded as sacred. Their homes, often made of bark and animal hides, were
portable and well-suited to their semi-nomadic lifestyle, as they followed seasonal hunting and gathering
cycles.

The arrival of European settlers in the early 19th century drastically changed the landscape. In 1805, the Treaty
of St. Peters, negotiated by U.S. Army officer Zebulon Pike, ceded a significant portion of Dakota land to the U.S.
government. This treaty, along with subsequent treaties in the 1850s, led to the forced relocation of the Dakota
people to reservations, opening the land for European settlement and the establishment of Fort Snelling in 1819. 

In the mid-1800s, Minneapolis began as a cluster of villages centered around the St. Anthony Falls. The earliest
homes were simple wood structures, built by settlers and mill workers along the riverfront, near the city’s
burgeoning milling industry. These modest homes formed the foundation of what would become distinct
neighborhoods as the city grew.

In the late 1800s, as Minneapolis flourished with the rise of the flour and lumber industries, housing
developments expanded rapidly. Wealthier residents, particularly industrialists and business leaders, began
constructing grand homes in neighborhoods like Lowry Hill, around what is now the Kenwood area, and on
Nicollet Island. Many of these homes were designed in the Victorian style, showcasing the prosperity of the era.

The early 1900s saw the expansion of more middle-class housing, especially as Minneapolis developed its
streetcar system. Streetcar suburbs like Uptown, Linden Hills, and the Powderhorn neighborhood emerged,
offering workers and families access to more affordable homes with easy commutes into the city. Bungalows,
Craftsman homes, and Foursquare-style houses became popular architectural styles during this period, giving
rise to the classic Minneapolis neighborhood look that persists today.

During the post-World War II era, Minneapolis, like many American cities, experienced a housing boom. New
neighborhoods like Southwest Minneapolis and the suburban areas around Lake Nokomis and Richfield
expanded, offering single-family homes for returning soldiers and their families. The construction of the
interstate highway system further fueled suburban growth, with housing developments spreading outward from
the city’s core.

However, urban renewal projects in the 1950s and 1960s led to the demolition of many older neighborhoods,
particularly in areas like downtown and along Washington Avenue. The destruction of these historic
neighborhoods, which included working-class and immigrant communities, left a lasting impact on the city’s
housing landscape.

By the late 20th century, Minneapolis faced challenges of housing inequality, racial segregation, and the effects
of redlining, particularly in neighborhoods like North Minneapolis. This period also saw efforts to preserve
historic homes and revitalize urban areas, with movements to restore neighborhoods such as the Warehouse
District and Northeast Minneapolis, which have since transformed into vibrant arts and cultural communities.

The city's progressive 2040 Comprehensive Plan, passed in 2018, aims to address housing shortages by
allowing more multi-family developments throughout traditionally single-family zones, hoping to create more
sustainable housing options for the city's diverse population. 

The Evolution of Minneapolis Housing



National atlas. Indian tribes, cultures & languages. Reston, Va. : Interior, Geological Survey, 1991. Library of Congress.



Minneapolis Maps
1856 - 1971



Map of the City of St. Anthony & Minneapolis. 1856. Hennepin County Library.



Map of Minneapolis in 1858 showing streets and land ownership of unplatted blocks. Includes
reference to additions in the city. Hennepin County Library.



Geo. B. Wright's Map of Minneapolis. Map shows the city boundaries, railroads, ward boundaries and horse railways of
Minneapolis, 1873. Hennepin County Library.



The southeastern portion of general plat information indicates locations of dwellings in unplatted areas. Also included is
a map of the principal buildings of Minneapolis. The residences shown in the lithographs are those of W.S. King.
Businesses included are The Globe Hotel and Warner's Block. 1874. Hennepin County Library.



Abbott's Map of the City of Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minn. 1880. Hennepin County Library.



Beach's Map of the Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul and Surrounding Parts of Hennepin and Ramsey Counties. Map
shows Twin Cities area roads, railroads, rivers, lakes and municipalities. May 1882. Hennepin County Library.



Davison's Pocket Map of Minneapolis with index to named additions shown by block. Includes plats and landowners
along northern city border. 1882. Hennepin County Library.



J. Manz and Company. Map of the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1894.



J. Manz and Company. Map of the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1900.



J. Manz and Company. Map of the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1910.



Map of the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1917 with street and avenue guide and wards outlined. Includes note
regarding house numbers. Hennepin County Library.



Map of Minneapolis composed of 408 photos taken from an airplane flying at an altitude of 4500 ft.
October 1922. Hennepin County Library.



Wagner's Complete Map of Minneapolis and Suburbs, 1927. Includes list of streetcar electric railways, bus lines,
railroads, and municipal and ward boundaries. Paved streets are shown in yellow. Hennepin County Library.



Minneapolis Pictorially. The map shows neighborhoods of Minneapolis as illustrations of a characteristic
building from that neighborhood. 1936. Hennepin County Library.



City of Minneapolis Election Map, 1939. Hennepin County Library.



Map shows areas designated as programmed renewal, renewal in planning, renewal in development, renewal project
complete, public housing existing, and public housing in development. Urban renewal schedule 1950-1975 and
sequence of public and private activities leading to rehabilitation on reverse. Hennepin County Library. (page 1)



Minneapolis Urban Renewal and Public Housing. (page 2)



An Urban Tour: Renewal in Minneapolis. Map of Minneapolis featuring numbered locations that correspond to
illustrations of building renewal projects. The reverse features explanatory text and navigation directions for the tour.
1971 or earlier Hennepin County Library. (page 1)



An Urban Tour: Renewal in Minneapolis. Map of Minneapolis featuring numbered locations that correspond to
illustrations of building renewal projects. The reverse features explanatory text and navigation directions for the tour.
1971 or earlier Hennepin County Library. (page 2)



Nicollet Ave., July 28, 1934, Hennepin County Library.


