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Historic Wright
home purchased
for preservation

By Paul Gapp changed the windows, fireplac-
Urban Affairs Editor es, roofs, and other details of

THE HISTORIC Ogk Park | Molerials and finish ‘as he |
house and studio where Fran | Todifled bis own style over
Lioyd Wright lived and worked {1 Years. y
ot v 58
purchased for restoration and | children, Lloyd, an architect
preservation. who lives in Los Angeles. He
Avenue State Bank bought | and five other children were

the connected structures at-42g | 0o in the Oak Park house. A
Forest Av. for $168,000 from " )
Mrs. Clyds Nooker, who with | maarge s o ects tid
her late husband had lived in
the house designed by Wright
for more than 30 years.

The property will be held in
trust for the Oak Park Devel-
[ opment Corp., a nonprofit or-
nnlullon formed earlier this
"year. Several Oak Park banks
are expected to participate in
long-term financing in behalf
of the corporation, which is
| supported by local businesses
.and the village government.

RESTORATION will be un-
‘dertaken by the newly organ-
fzed Frank Lloyd Wright
Home and Studio Foundation,
:mnonproﬂt citizen organiza-

* When the house is opened to |
the public, admission fees will
‘belp finance renovation. Con-
.tributions to pay off the mort-
“gage will be sought from indi-
"viduals, foundations, and state
‘and federal agencies.

_ “It is unlikely that there ex-
4sts in America a more hallow-
‘ed shrine to the art of archi-
ftecture than this home and
studio of Frank Lloyd
‘Wright,”” said Paul E. Spra-
_gue, an authority on the late
-architect and director of the
Ilinois Historic Buildings Sur-
Vey.

. The house is the oldest sur-
‘viving residence known to
have been designed by Wright
‘alone. He began work on it in
1889, when he had just turned
22 and married Catherine To-

bin,
WRIGHT borrowed 85,000 for
construction from the architec-
tural firm of Adler and Sulli-
van, where he was employed.
When Louis Sullivan found out
Wright was violating his con-
tract by designing “bootleg” Now there’s a way fc
on his own—and creat- family, and your car
the ‘“prairie” style—he outsi e Louisville, K
fired the young architect. outside Orlando, Flc
The shingled Wright house is  Together.
not itself of the land-hugging “And'in luxury.
prairie design for which the
architect later became fa- Becaunse At/
mous. It is considered deriva-
tive of the work of several ari mmm
chitects and is essentially © s
the “Queen Anne” style in its 'ill-lhsgt:itlmls SR
conception. e skt
Restoring it to its original h Autol-Tr:m I dlsl
appearance will be complicat- that people s otczl n
ed by the fact that Wright themselves out driv
car with them,
S az dasad dot
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