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The house on North Tripp Avenue near Armitage Avenue where
Walt Disney was born has been proposed as a city landmark.

1917, where Walt Disney enrolled
in McKinley High School for his
senior year, That home, on the
Near West Side, was torn down,
The Disney family has rejected
attempts to turn the Missouri
into “‘somewhere you go
and gg ‘homage to Walt Disney,”
said David Smith, the Walt Disney
Co. archivist in Burbank, Calif.
“But obviously, the birthplace is a
landmark,” said Smith. “Chicago
should recognize him as one of
their favorite sons.”
Becoming a landmark is a drawn-
out process that can take from

three to six months, said commis-
sion director William McLenahan.
The Planning Commission and the
City Council members all have their
say before the City Council votes
on the formal designation.

But Saathoff says she isn’t so sure
oy g g
, she says, she is
amazed by others’ fascination wi
her home.

“I used to get a kick out of telling
neople,” Saarﬁﬂ‘ said. “Disney pro-
vided more happiness than anyone
else in this country. But it’s my
house, and it has my personality.”
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