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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rau/Strong House is located at 2 George Street in West Saint
Paul (Lots 1,2,3, Block 97, West Saint Paul Proper). The property
consists of three lots upon which are two structures, a two storey lime-
stone dwelling and a limestone carriage barn. The site is hilly and
spacious lawns separate the house from the barn,

Constructed between 1884 and 1886, the house reflects the ecclectic-
tastes of the high Victoriaf era in that it combines architectural
design features of the Italianate, the Second Empire, and the Eastlake
styles, It is two storeys with a gabled mansard roof, Although con-
structed of local yellow limestone, it has been faced with a finish
coat of plaster/stucco to conceal the rusticated nature of the stone,
Brush-hammered quoins mark corners, A prominent feature are the high
floor to ceiling windows throughout, a feature of the Italianate style,
The Eastlake is featured in the pierced-work decoration found in the
gables,

In plan, the house is basically Italianate, with formal rooms
located in a front mass and kitchen and service functions in a rear
appendage of smaller proportions, A stair tower (or pavilion) marks
the entry on the north facade, One enters through a pair of double
doors into a stair hall which opens to the right and front into the
parlor and sitting room respectively, In these two rooms as in the
dining room and chamber in the main portion of the house, the majority
of furnishings date from the late nineteenth century and are contemporary
with the house, The second floor contains chambers and bedrooms,

The carriage barn to the southeast of the house is also constructed
of local yellow limestone, although not covered with the plaster/stucco
finish, Style-wise, it reflects the same design influences as seen in
the house, although the degree of finishwork is less, and the whole
appears more rusticated, It is a simple cupolaed structure with horse-
stalls and carriage room on the first level and loft on the second level,
It, as in the case of the house, remains relatively intact.

In general, both structures are in a good state of preservation,
but are beginning to show the deterioration relative to age and weather,
The present occupants are elderly and little has been done in recent
years in grounds-keeping and maintenance, The property is one of
extremely few urban "estates" in West Saint Paul which has retained
the features of original site development.....grounds and outbuilding,
The area is subject to possible redevelopment and the future of the

Rau/Strong House is uncertain. ‘

338

SNOHLINAL SN



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbian| [J 16th Century [J 18th Century [C] 20th Century
] 15th Century [J 17th Century [X] 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1886

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [] Education [ Political (] Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
[J Historic 3 Industry losophy

[] Agriculture [] Invention [[] Science

[& Architecture [ Landscape [ Sculpture

[ Art Architecture [] Seocial/Human-

[J Commerce O Literature itarian

[] Communications [ Military [ Theater

[J Conservation [ Music [] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1867 Adam Rau purchased the property at 2 George Street in
West Saint Paul., This parcel consisted of three hilly lots a short
distance from the Mississippi River. Rau, a stone-cutter of foreign
descent held this property for seventeen years until, in 1884, he
applied for a permit to construct a limestone dwelling and barn on
the property. Two years later, the buildings were completed.
However, in 1888, Rau moved on selling the house, barn and property
to Ossian R. Strong, for the sum of $8,000. The property has remained
to the present day in the hands of the descendents of Ossian Strong
who have preserved it relatively Antact.

The Rau/Strong House is primarily significant as a representative
of middle class taste during }he last half of the nineteenth century
in Saint Paul., Although Rau¥is credited with constructing the
buildings himself, these buildings are typical of the varied tastes
of the era. Land was relatively plentiful and the idea of the urban
"mansion" with carriage barn and spacious grounds was in vogue, Rau
therefore constructed his "mansion'" on the northwest corner of his
three lots with the carriage barn on the southeast corner separated
by an expanse of lawn and gardens, Significant also is the craftsman-
ship with which the buildings were designed and constructed....
reflecting Rau's skill as a stone-cutter, They are of local yellow
limestone laid in courses with brush-hammered quoins at corners.

They aldo reflect Rau's ecclectic tastes in design, as the architectural
features are derived through a combination of the Italianate,
the Second Empire, and the Eastlake,

Further, the property has remained in the hands of the Strong
family since its purchase in 1888. Strong, a clerk for the P.H. Kelley
Company of Saint Paul, made no changes in the structures nor have his
descendents., Rather, the house and barn have been preserved along
with many original furnishings to convey an accurate picture of middle
class urban life in the Victorian Saint Paul,
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Charles W. Nelson - Historic Sites Survey and Planning

ORGANIZATION

Minnesota Historical Society

DATE

8 November 1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

Building 25, Fort Snelling

CITY OR TOWN:

St, Paul

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated alccc-arding to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] Local []

State [

Name

Russell W, Fridley, Directoér

Title Minnesota Historical Society

STATE

Y i .

CODE

Minnesota 22

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

\.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

JUN 181975

National Register.
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Date

GPO 931-894
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PHOTO CREDIT Charles W, Nelson DATE OF PHOTO May, 1975

NEGATIVE FILED AT ~ Minnesota Historical Society, 690 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minn, 55101
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Perspective view from Northeast

\






Form No. 10-301a
(Pev. 10-7%)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |RECE'VED JUN 10 1575

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM , Yy .
DATE ENTERED ; ‘?l%

FOR NPS USE ONLY

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

n NAME

HISTORIC
Rau/Strong House

AND/OR COMMON
Strong, Ossian R., House

Bl LocaTION
CITY. TOWN ___VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Saint Paul Ramsey Minnesota —
[} PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Charles W, Nelson DATE OF PHOTO May, 1975

NEGATIVE FILED AT Minnesota Historical Society, 690 Cedar Street, St, Paul, Minn, 55101

E¥ IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTONO. 01209/15

Perspective view from Northwest showing relationship of house and carriage barn.






Form No. 10-301a
(Pev.10-7%)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  [Receiveo JUN 1 01975

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM . JuN 18 &M
DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPEALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

n NAME

HISTOR!IC
Rau/Strong House

AND/OR COMMON
Strong, Ossian R., House

Bl LocaTioN
CITY. TOWN —VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Saint Paul Ramsey Minnesota
EJ PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Charles W, Nelson DATE OF PHOTO May, 1975

NEGATIVE FILED AT Minnesota Historical Society, 690 Cedar Street, St, Paul, Minn, 55101

E} IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHoTON0.01209/18

Perspective view of Carriage Barn from Northwest,
5



~ Form No. 10-301
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC
Rau/Strong House

AND/OR COMMON
Strong, Ossian R, House

LOCATION

CITY, TOWN ___VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
St. Paul Ramsey Minnesota
[E] MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE USGS - Saint Paul East Quadrangle - 7.5 Minute Series
SCALE 1:24000 DATE 1967 Photorevised 1972
¥ REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW ;
3. UTM REFERENCES



2, P
SN NITED STATES 8T. PAUL EAST QUADRANGLE \\\:&
- X

S5, U MINNESOTA «f&;
a2
<~ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)
e GEOLOGICAL SURVEY NE/4 ST. PAUL 15' QUADRANGLE <
. TO U.S. 2.5 MI. TO INTERSTATE 694 FOREST LAKE 20 MI. 7374 Il SE 5
93°07'30 R.23 W. | 49]000mE, os'mi. 3 NN, 36 R..22W. 493 5 94 wHITE BEAR LAKE 6 M A (WHITE BEAR LAKE WEST) | %% 2'30" |49 2250000 FEET | %98 199 9300'
45°00' S ¥ w wlle 2= *ls v T T . 5T " ] o = q 45°00
: it ] .- i Pl ! QR A
0 a H 6 P A & SeannnE . - =" wnwnn g\ - - LR = G'fodr 0 — = LA = -
. HIN A . - - oun o R
“ = ol p o I Watér o . w Hom 78 7, % 131730 000
= 9 s ® 'me NN “ G ’ Tank *@4,Ze_ || ° 2 ’ > =____ 2 o \FEET
= ; ¥ g ; AL AN
o - - =9\53 = d Y E N N : =
5 T an ark = 2 : ~|E Wioo e ‘:t# o S I oINS - (
x5 1 Ph e i 2 Tun 2 & : .| v E :“ g 00 * ’ ‘:) >
N () “‘nc;@" ‘ o = N -< § " : - . 4 H K ¥ . a Hi Q .
asggooom 5 " i - s , S % WAX /e ) (e g
rokn emE &E ' l ‘. - ‘0 £l - l- ;2 L é H 4 Lk > V
K73 w ENTEUR (11”8 B .o i L aRhe (/t 3 g ]
' S W =~ Q = o i % et 3
==i=l g - -.-- Y 2 = = | )
SA(IAN ) : 1 oo piffee '6 0 9 & L = (&) !
i o H e \ hllh AVEw Il
3 M et S o U =3 _ L <L S
‘2\ VRN [y/2% g ¢ S 0
Y %) X
i ol * o SP / ) o =
" B E S 7 2§
e - I[P | R R (37 H )l 10 H 0 3
4981 F g flal” . ] Q H E} s 00 H 0 : f ‘ 8]
3 E .: H : TE §
A e h f - . j . Ta N ‘
.20 e . 3 A - N hl B ! Z7 > .
il g [ ] ) | . .
- = ¢ : H
oy e J’ : = A
i : . it 3 o
N B H » weies H
i . e S 2.5 |l A : )y
- ul @ M Ll D)
T ' € y : ) ¢ Hazel 5
- I 1 d Jr Hi -—=
& o [
., ™ LI
49&) < «
(\ - (> I..
. i \ ] 2 S ons
gPark \ 5
=3 s ‘\ ° ~— _*'_y;r-:
H 4 = — N [
/ s X : i
J = / S T aconses :
ark L ? A D l‘l‘: - P g . fan
ol 18 -n - - 2
= - : b
. &)
s -
0 ' o<
u-o < ‘ % s:
ot w - Y
i] L) ) TW. S - [} fo T
4979 s dio Tower© y 22 4 S
- . . AR ;E
g ==y b S e
- /, - 23
) > e
O - s s a T L e
" =2 A8 il &ls 5 ioh LA Driye-in / @
i 8 / i egane £lEaeaie Dndsasstranne heater,
: er - ["] &0= p & Ay
b 0
i 814 .
] - i |
57'30" Y= 2, I’\} B 57'30" s
3 S il T ) -
= 078 r=ma-’ N 4 983 B 4978
f / 1 =k y, AR aed »_sus
: s - T 29 N
é;) 5 Z B ' - alis 3 ol :
. \ B Plpygans
35 Dl - 3 . - ]
g o (S -l = :
‘E - __a.fa_ - = - .‘
§< \ ’ ¥ N - "
23 Z, " - [}
S 7 N - (=) 9 ﬁUDS,o aumne
\ s \ A\ e
v - " > s
T.29N. ‘ : - ) \_§:
T.28N. = S~ - w3
. 9 <Q —————
35 : Fia\ & 03
03 - 570 =2 WO \&d
w2 5 o T J ‘.\ % E§
<= H 2
;0 2 H ~ s
@ Z $ -\ i s
w3 495 - e\ = ~
Igf‘ 2 V) L) - o 3 - ohits H -’—E
) - -\ o - <J0)R A I : =
- Wl AR\ A\S - 3l el * T.28N.
" O e TR .
N Z . G l N s 7 S 2 ) § HIE i :":_ 21 ,‘_O ‘:76
W > ¢ ! HH e 2
§§ q},,o 0%\ 2N /i )y N b!? B 5 3
I ' L g \¢ = Al N 7 e sxea e o d Jo We
= t Y o | \ - ' o Q A T, x N
o y i Rau/Strong House j \ 3 o\~ 2N 5 Tl (%
e 3 N St, Paul, Minnesota ’ S = A\
; UTM Reference E =
oo P Y 15/4933%} / 4974900 ot QR
o [l Substation; ' \ X \
o o i \ s 0
5 \ % . s
o0l © ON. 4975
4975 : ® e ' Ry &
Qe = o/ o o & .
Y SN P2 0
u dV <l
0 1 °
20 . N o S 25 .
2‘" . /’ ‘ i 2
£3 : > : & SIS
88 A \ < :4‘ () N
<Wio 0 )
43 - R
§z S 3
E ) -'ay 9
3 7 900 SN 5 0
: /4 N
. ¢ R =
/. 1] N g ° d
- ===X_ 3 IS\& =
P 7 A 7 L) O\
o™s s ==’/¢ W ° O
= R : ’ -
4 i q Qo b
i -
5 . o =5 L NES 55
" il
A Deaiiirama e bl e be? 40 a4 V2 . o { @ \ /
N layground! R N \ / Q 2
\.;\\“ \:‘ L ..<-> b
3 \ 2 -2 Y A
= e 2\ 40 ‘I‘l 5 \ Z \
973 . Yor " .' :',' |’~} ..... = \\\\\\ 4973
{ | N\
s - = '\J \\\\\\\ )
Sch . al ) ,f
AL 0 i }"‘
w . e
28 : 1 e B
L] 03 ey © » =
"‘E A -
P
RN NG ;
8&, % - @- My D) £ S
ml‘-' . = & - = S - i :
S S SEEMILES 3 - ,
N =g 5 G i () -
2 ISR NI TN : s rfpmnensd ’ - ; o7
s3 X lhme Ja o (® erse . B H / o seb® . 4" N e . B\;
22 ‘: \e . '” try Cjub w R H 3 s / O - <\ "':—;_..L" [pm g
:.- "" \}l\" / Q% 0 = N ¥ o h & 5 w
g . . <
| @ 0 UM = 191 . s/ 9 2 Q E
- - @ c'. > mwnw 2 \ E
Ll nl - .| 4 v ‘ - d s 3
B AU N ‘ % :
. \ 'Y ; < Q -~ os § - Vol & ¥ = . \
. IS (- Field S - ) W43
b E = . \ : \
4971 . . | 0 h. : , 4 [
AN ) . ' " = H % ~
K 0 i n% () S = . - J- i ) V!T ‘ . . i
oy i Q) L N Q § ' \\‘ <
5 2 e\ e ol > r sl wr |
= o * 5 W S . g SHINGT
690 000 . 2 ° IV LR N A . \
oS - R . L) - ", i - o
FEET : . O Q 0 =X = . e
09 " 0 o . -. O~ — _‘-1/;/ ,‘r
O A S : 3 \ I bstati FT el
. L e » = - | & P Cai O _\
N 0] = = | P4 - U
2l ' s ) ° i ¢ NS,
i o . Ol P @A ) G é% 6%3 40 A ») ) - Q % ) NN _
“90L=Z. g ® 0097 o P i 970
TR L) @ . D \ lfs S b i o i\
P —— s e
- (@} | H was H °
2 INIEE Eatifin < $ / : 3185, 3 E 0 :
2\ 0 7 “\ D S . R
= 5 S O S .
0w Lokkd o, - N\’ ‘ Q., : us)
e 000 =Rl S A A b i S k< 1 I
s¥ 5 B o S a 2 = : : [ 75
NZ [} e s Q & } o % ! fo ¥ H S 0
o & N S, ALY g 0 2 i
i % e = & ' 1 o - & HiIH E E o
= " s . = e .0 o 0, o - Hi E )
[N s 5ls Sl o= B
N - 3 Ve ¢ : 2\ W =S 4969000m._
44°52'30" — 4 : ' : mpre 44°52'30"
93°07'30 R:23/W.12230000 FEET " RaEa ! ‘9_3 5! CANKON FaLLS 20 m. bialid 673%\5532’ SRR 49 2'30 a7 @ 5 MI. TO L'I.S..52 " mr“'on_omwmc@'@o%;‘.lé PEESERR SR 9€) 00’
) ) ) .: SCALE 1:24000 HAMETON 20 Ml 11 MI. TO JUNC. U.S. 10 & 61 .
g’D Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey i " : ASTiNGS oM N
» 1 0 1 MILE .
P\)\«gﬂ Control by USGS, USC&GS, and USCE £ = ; ROAD CLASSIFICATION —;,f,o
\ 7 Fl ” [
& .f,,«'” Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs 6N 0 B i Heavy-duty.......... Light-duty.... ’1—1&7
¢ taken 1947. Field checked :.1951. Revised from aerial 1 KILOMETER ; Medium-duty Unimproved dirt —— - __ 4 '»ﬁj
photographs taken 1966. Field checked 1967 P . s
0°03’ NTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET
Hydrography compiled from information furnished by 1 MIL DATUM 1S MEAN SEA LEVEL Q Interstate Route O U.S. Route O State Route
Minnesota Department of Conservation
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Minnesota coordinate system, south zone 1y coio ano 1972 MAGNETIC ST. PAUL EAST, MINN.
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, DECLINATION AT CENTER OF S . : QUADRANGLE LOCATION NE/4 ST. PAUL 15 QUADRANGLE
zone 15, shown in blue P/COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS N4452.5—W9300/7.5
Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown SICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242 Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial photographs
. . o i . ING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST taken 1972. This information not field checked 1967
Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where B ) PHOTOREVISED 1972
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked B Purple tint indicates extension of urban areas AMS 7373 | NE—SERIES V872 R




2 MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Fort Snelling Branch (Building 25), Fort Snelling, St. Paul, Minnesota 55111 * 612-726-1171

27 March 1975

NATIONAL

Dr, William Murtagh
REGISTER

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service oy o
18th and C Streets, N.W. SR
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr, Murtagh:

Attached please find the nomination for the Rau/Strong
House (common name: Strong, Ossian R, House)., The photos will be
forthcoming in the near future.

We are sorry for this inconvenience,

Respectfully,

&l 2

Charles W. Nelson
Historic Sites Survey and Planning

CWN/fr
Encl,

Founded 1849 * The oldest institution in the state
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Fort Snelling Branch (Building 25), Fort Snelling, St. Paul, Minnesota 55111 * 612-726-1171

5 June 1975

Mr, Ray Luce

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N,W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

JUN 101975

NATIONAL
REGISTER

Dear Mr, Luce:
Enclosed please find the pictures for the:
Historic name: Rau/Strong House
Common Name: Strong, Ossian R., House
Saint Paul, Minnesota
Ramsey County
The nomination was mailed to you on 27 March 1975,
We are sorry for any inconvenience this delay may have caused,
Respectfully, ’
Charles W, Nelsdn
Historic Sites Survey and Planning

CWN/ fr
Encl,

Founded 1849 * The oldest institution in the state
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MINNESOTA

Date Entered WJUN 18 WIS

Name Location
Rau/Strong House st. Paul
Ramsey County

Also Notified

Hon. Walter F. Mondale State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Hubert H. Humphrey Mr. Russell W. Pridley

Hon. Joseph E. Rarth Director

Regional Director, Midwest Region Minnesota Historical Society
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WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: Private Residence major alterations TIPS A

CURRENTLY:  Private Residence historic events:
f o5 architectural style(s): @architect: @master builder: @engineer:

Elements of Italianate and Queen Anne
' @ landscape architect/ garden designer: @interior decorator: @ artist: @artisan— builder/contractor:

Adam Rau - stohé cutter/builder

} S NAMES give role & dats
PERSONAL: (1) Adam Rau - original owner-builder/stone cutter.

EVENTS:
INSTITUTIONAL:

/

33 NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UPVLimestone, stuccoed; 2% stories, modified rectangle, steep truncated hipped roof with gabl-

ed sections, interior chimney with corbeled cap, front off-center pemeled double-door entrance with transomjsat—-én slightly
Stet ;
projecting 2-story bay eepped with truncated pyramidal roof, d-stery-entmance-and-side porchesy ia:ers!ct'm;g gables with etties

lighte-and decorative bargeboards, 2«story.side.window-bay, paired windows, decorative cornice, quoins; original interiors;

M elemeants
euwpelaed stone carriage h0use@ Elements—of Italianate and Queen Anne,\ Built by original owner Adam Rau, immigrant stone

cutter; -example of intact late 19th C. middle-class residence.
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