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ENTRY DATE

COMMON:

Strong, Ossian R. House
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Rau/Strong House
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STREET ANDNUMBER:

2 George Street
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
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CATEGORY 
rChec* One;

OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

□ District Building
H Site Q Structure

□ Object

□ Public
Q Private
□ Bath

Public Acquisitian:
[□ In Prccess 
□ Being Considered

ra Occupied 
r~l Unoccupied
1 1 Preservation work 

in progr>s»- '

Yes:
1 1 Restricted
1 1 Unrestricted
a-No^

PRESENT USE ('Checfc One or More as Approprfafe; \ ^ ^

I I Government 
I I Industrial 
1 I Military 
I I Museum

ortationI~1 Agricultural 
1 \ .Commercial 
1 I Educationol 
I I Entertainment

□ 0r58 Private Residence 
I I Religious 
□ Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

Ruth G, Strong
STREET AND NUMBER:

2 George Street
CITY OR TOWN:

MinnesotaSt. Paul

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Ramsey County Courthouse - Registry of Deeds
ST^REET AND NUMBER:

15 West Kellogg Blvd,
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul Minnesota

title of SURVEY:

Statewide Historic Sites Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: 1972“3 I I Federal SI State Q County □ Locol

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Minnesota Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

Building 25, Fort Snelling
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul

STATE:

Minnesota

CODE



CONDITION
I I Excellent H Good Q Fair

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated I I Ruins n Unexposed

(Check One)
I I Altered [3 Unaltered

(Check One)

n Moved 3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rau/Strong House is located at 2 George Street in West Saint 
Paul (Lots 1,2,3, Block 97, West Saint Paul Proper). The property 
consists of three lots upon which are two structures, a two storey lime
stone dwelling and a limestone carriage barn. The site is hilly and 
spacious lawns separate the house from the barn.

Constructed between 1884 and 1886, the house reflects the ecclectic- 
tastes of the high Victoria^ era in that it combines architectural 
design features of the Italianate, the Second Empire, and the Eastlake 
styles. It is two storeys with a gabled mansard roof. Although con
structed of local yellow limestone, it has been faced with a finish 
coat of plaster/stucco to conceal the rusticated nature of the stone. 
Brush-hammered quoins mark corners. A prominent feature are the high 
floor to ceiling windows throughout, a feature of the Italianate style. 
The Eastlake is featured in the pierced-work decoration found in the 
gables.

In plan, the house is basically Italianate, with formal rooms 
located in a front mass and kitchen and service functions in a rear 
appendage of smaller proportions. A stair tower (or pavilion) marks 
the entry on the north facade. One enters through a pair of double 
doors into a stair hall which opens to the right and front into the 
parlor and sitting room respectively. In these two rooms as in the 
dining room and chamber in the main portion of the house, the majority 
of furnishings date from the late nineteenth century and are contemporary 
with the house. The second floor contains chambers and bedrooms.

The carriage barn to the southeast of the house is also constructed 
of local yellow limestone, although not covered with the plaster/stucco 
finish. Style-wise, it reflects the same design influences as seen in 
the house, although the degree of finishwork is less, and the whole 
appears more rusticated. It is a simple cupolaed structure with horse- 
stalls and carriage room on the first level and loft on the second level. 
It, as in the case of the house, remains relatively intact.

In general, both structures are in a good state of preservation, 
but are beginning to show the deterioration relative to age and weather. 
The present occupants are elderly and little has been done in recent 
years in grounds-keeping and maintenance. The property is one of 
extremely few urban "estates" in West Saint Paul which has retained
the features of original site development........ grounds and outbuilding*
The area is subject to possible redevelopment and the future of the 
Rau/Strong House is uncertain.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian | d 16th Century

I I 15th Century d 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
15^ 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Knovm) 1886

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol 
I I Prehistoric 
d Historic 

d Agriculture 
Architecture 

d Art 
d Commerce 
I I Communications 
I I Conservation

I 1 Education 
I I Engineering 
d Industry 
d Invention 
d Landscape

Architecture 
d Literoture 
d Military 
d Music

d
d

d
d
d

d
d

Political

Religion/Phi-

losophy

Science

Sculpture

Soclal/Humon-

Itarian

Theoter

Transportotion

I I Urban Planning 
□ Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1867 Adam Ran purchased the property at 2 George Street in 
West Saint Paul. This parcel consisted of three hilly lots a short 
distance from the Mississippi River. Rau, a stone-cutter of foreign 
descent held this property for seventeen years until, in 1884, he 
applied for a permit to construct a limestone dwelling and barn on 
the property. Two years later, the buildings were completed.
However, in 1888, Rau moved on selling the house, barn and property 
to Ossian R. Strong, for the sum of $8,000. The property has remained 
to the present day in the hands of the descendents of Ossian Strong 
who have preserved it relatively/fntact.

The Rau/Strong House is primarily significant as a representative 
of middle class taste during the last half of the nineteenth century 
in Saint Paul. Although Ratals credited with constructing the 
buildings himself, these buildings are typical of the varied tastes 
of the era. Land was relatively plentiful and the idea of the urban 
"mansion" with carriage barn and spacious grounds was in vogue. Rau 
therefore constructed his "mansion" on the northwest corner of his 
three lots with the carriage barn on the southeast corner separated 
by an expanse of lawn and gardens. Significant also is the craftsman
ship with which the buildings were designed and constructed.... 
reflecting Rau's skill as a stone-cutter. They are of local yellow 
limestone laid in courses with brush-hammered quoins at corners.
They al^o reflect Rau's ecclectic tastes in design, as the architectural 
features are derived through a combination of the Italianate, 
the Second Empire, and the Eastlake.

Further, the property has remained in the hands of the Strong 
family since its purchase in 1888. Strong, a clerk for the P.H. Kelley 
Company of Saint Paul, made no changes in the structures nor have his 
descendents. Rather, the house and barn have been preserved along 
with many original furnishings to convey an accurate picture of middle 
class urban life in the Victorian Saint Paul.

Lie? . ■



St. Paul City Directories 1865-1890 

Registry of Deeds, 1851-1886

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER

NW

NE

SE

LATITU DE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o t »

LATITUDE AND LONGI't^jdE COO.R.DI N A.X.^9 
DEFINING THc, LfcNT2.R POINT OF A PHOPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES____
LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O > ■

UTM Reference 
15 / 493340 / 497

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

o\<

4900
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: appTOX. 1 aCTe
1I.IST AI.U STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE; CODE COUNTY; CODE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

1 1 1 m ii 1 1 1 ■iiiiii .
NAME AND TITLE:

Charles W. Nelson - Historic Sites Survey and Planning
ORGANIZATION

Minnesota Historical Society
DATE

8 Novenfcer 1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

Building 25, Fort Snelling
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul
STATE

ii: STATE tiAtSOH officer CfeRttFiCAl ION " NATIONAL RgeiSTER VgRtPICATION .....

f'.
I

f
I-'

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the NaUonal Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procetfcires set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National □ State □ Local E

Minnesota

Name
Russell W. Fridley, Dire'ct^ 

Title Minnesota Historical Society
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Director, Ottice ot Archeotogy md Historic Preserrstion

JUN 181975
Date _______________ _

ATTEST:

Date
Date

Keeper of
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN f^OW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - ENCLOSE WITH MAP

Qname
HISTORIC -

Rau/Strong House
AND/OR COMMON

strong, Ossian R. House

Q LOCATION
CITY, TOWN

St. Paul
VICINITY OF COUNTY

Ramsey
STATE
Minnesota

Q MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE uses - Saint Paul East Quadrangle - 7.5 Minute Series

SCALE 1:24000 DATE 1967 Photorevised 1972

REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

'■i.





MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Fort Snelling Branch (Building 25), Fort Snelling, St. Paul, Minnesota 55111 • 612-726-1171

27 March 1975

Dr. William Murtagh
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

IT'

APR2 3 1975 f
nationau
register

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Attached please find the nomination for the Rau/Strong 

House (common name: Strong, Ossian R. House). The photos will be 

forthcoming in the near future.

We are sorry for this inconvenience.

Respectfully

Charles W. Nelson
Historic Sites Survey and Planning

CWN/fr
End.

Founded 1849 • The oldest institution in the state
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Fort Snelling Branch (Building 25), Fort Snelling, St. Paul, Minnesota 55777 • 672-726-7777

5 June 1975

Mr. Ray Luce
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Luce:

Enclosed please find the pictures for the:

received

JUN 1 0 1975

rnmmm.REGISTER

Historic name: Rau/Strong House
Common Name: Strong, Ossian R., House

Saint Paul, Minnesota 
Ramsey County

The nomination was mailed to you on 27 March 1975.

We are sorry for any inconvenience this delay may have caused.

Respectfully,

Charles W. Nelson
Historic Sites Survey and Planning

CWN/fr
End.

■•■ATX.' A V,.

Founded 1849 • The oldest institution in the state
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T)7?AME as it apiiears cn federal register: 
,au/Strong House

■0OTHEK names:

Strong, Ossian R., House
^of entry

)/18/75
/^county code:

123
MLOCATION street & iiumber 
^ George Stireet—

city / 
'^t. ]

town
Paul

viciiiitj' of state
•'Ramsey

county @NPS REGION

Midwest
X)owNER(^RIViT]) DSUT£ gwUNICIPil DCOUNTT DMUITIPIE □ FEDERiKagency name) |(§)administrator:
>1) EXISTING%n^E~YS<;HABS DHUER DHiiT (^funded? Dyes Dua @CQNC.RESS. district ^ TH ^source of NOMINATION

. .......... .......... ...... ....... ....... ' !.<&:k-h i;.r;:„Au ?,[ai:;ts H^8<ic district? 
'"us ____ anro

WITHIN National hisioitic landmarx?
□ YES, NAME.

@ACREAGE

^.CONDITION Ddeteriorated Daltei-ed J^original site
□ excellent Druins i?\inaltered Dmoved
J^Sood Dunexposed □ reconstructed Gunknown
□ fair Gunexcavated Gexcayfi^d

gto ^ppitoa.

ESTATE □ FEDERAL_______________

□ local GprIVATE ORGANIZATION
@features; ^SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ,<gJ^UBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^a^UBSTANTIALLY lNTACT-3 

9GN0T INTACT-O 2q not INTACT-O OQnOT INTACT • O
5aUNKN0WH-6"□UNKNOWN-4 

SGNOT APPLICABLE-7
"□UNKNOWN-5 
SGNOT APPLICABLE-8 jDNOT APPLICABLE-9

^ACCESS □YES-Restricted □ YES-Unrestricted (''^No Accel^ □ Unknown |@)ADAPTIVE USE □YES/gTNoj^ SAVED? DYES | IS PRO PERT Y A H 1 STOR 1C DISTRICT? □ yes^n

^AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : OEMGINEERING-lt
□ ARChEOlOGY-prehisloric-2 OCOMMERCE-B □ ENTERTAINMEKT-26
□ ASCHEOLOGY-tiistcric-1 □ COMMUNICATIONS-7 □ EXPLORATION-12
□ AGRiCULTUEE-3 □ CONSERVATION-8 □ HEALTH-27

j^ARCH|T[CTURE-4 □ECONOMICS-9 □ INDUSTRY-13

□ ART-5 □ ECUCATION-IO OlNVEHTION-M

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH.-15 □ POLITICS/GOVT.'21
□ LAW-16
□ LITERATURE-17
□ MILITARY-18
□ MUSIC- 19
□ PHHOSOPHY-20

□ RECREATION-28
□ RELIGION-22 □ SETTLEMENT-29
□ SCIENCE- 23 G URBAN PLANNING-31
□ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)
□ SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 _______________
□ TRANSPORTATION-25

^CLAIMS; explain 
‘first’□

* oldest’□ 

•only’ □

^ functions
W-IEN HISTOR'CALLY SIGNIFICANT: Private Residence
CURbently: Private Residence

^dates of Initial construction: •''1884-^86 
major alterations: 
historic events:

^ETHNIC GROUP |

ASSOCIATION g

^architectural style(s):
Elements of Italianate and Queen Anne

^architect: ^master builder: ^engineer:

landscape architect / garden designer; ^interior decorator; ^ artist: partisan:
Adam Rau - stoi

^builder/contractor: |
le cutter/builder |

PERSONAL: (1) Adam Rau - original owner-builder/stone cutter.

events:

institutional:
/

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP'^Limestone, stuccoed; 2% stories, modified rectangle, steep truncated hipped roof with gabl

ed sections, interior chimney with corbeled cap, front off-center paneled-double-door entrance with transom.aafc—in slightly
s/c^

projecting 2-story bay o4qppo4 with truncated pyramidal roof, -t-otory ontyamca and-side ~pxircfaBa^ gables with nttic

lighto and decorative bargeboards, -a-etogy-sida wi.ndnw-bajt, paired windows, decorative cornice, quoins; original interiors;

t b\stone carriage house^ ^lamonto Italianate and Queen Anne^ Built by original owner Adam Rau, immigrant stone

^ cutter; example of intact late 19th C. middle-class residence.
AooiTioNftL space needed, numperi rut on revergebb


