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TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS
Qname

HISTORIC
Lua Curtiss House 1 (MSTR #4)

ano/or common
The Alamo

Qlocation
STREETS NUMBER 85 Deer Run

CITY. TOWN
Miami Springs_

STATE Florida county

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY 

—otsnucT 
^£^IL0ING(S) 
—STBUCrURE 
—srrc
—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP 
—fUBUC 
^LmiVATE 
—BOTH

PUBUC ACQUISITION
_JN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIOEREON/A

STATUS
OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCunED 
.^ORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X_VES: RESTRICTED 
—YES; UNRESTRICTED

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
-COMMERCIAL —PARK
—EDUCATIONAL ^£_PRIVATi RESIDENCE 
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
-GOVERNMENT —SOENTIPIC

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MIUTARV —OTHER:

Howner of property
Frank and Yvonne Shonberger

NAME

STREET SNUMSER
85 Deer Run

OTY.TOWN

Miami Springs vionityop
STATE

Florida "SITIe
QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Dade County CourthouseCOURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF OEED& ETC

STREET A NUMBER 73 Wes't Flagler Street
OTY. TOWN

Miami
STATE ZIP CODE

Florida 33130

o representation in existing surveys
TITLE

Dade County Historic Survey
DATE

August 1981 —FEDERAL —STATE JCCOUNTY LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Florida Division of Archives, History and Records Managemen|b 

■oTTro;;; rTT— FloridaTallahassee

NRHP-STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER ■ DIVISION OF ARCHIVES, HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE • THE CAPITOL -TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, 32301 (904) 487-^333



DESCailPTION
CONDITION

—EXCELUNT
XqooO
_FAIR

_DETERIORATED
_RUINS
_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—unaltered
2Laltereo

CHECK ONE

^-ORIGINAL SITE 
—MOVED. DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed circa 1925, 85 Deer Run is a two-story Mission and Pueblo 
Revival styled residence. The building is irregularly shaped in plan 
with a central two-story mass and projecting north and southwest one- 
story wings. Construction is hollow clay tile with a rough textured 
stucco exterior. The two-story mass of the building is covered by a flat 
roof with an irregular parapet wall punctuated by projecting beam ends 
or vigas. The southwest wing, reflecting more the influence of the 
Mission or Mediterranean Revival style, is covered by a low hip roof clad 
in clay barrel tiles. A single-story, flat-roofed porte cochere with 
buttressed corners projects from the east side of the building. A modern

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

carport addition is located to the north of the porte cochere. The 
main entrance is defined by a pair of buttresses and a bellcote. motif 
in the parapet wall. All fenestration is contemporary metal sash’ with 
awning type windows covered by wrought iron grills of Spanish inspiration. 
A triangularly shaped enclosed courtyard containing a modern swimming 
pool is located on the northwest side of the building. Adjacent to the 
courtyard is a single-story guesthouse. The Pueblo-inspired building 
features a flat roof with an irregular stucco parapet.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
__PREHISTORIC

—1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
-1700-1799 
—1800-1899 
3t-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_archeology-prehistoric
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—AGRICULTURE
JSARCHITECTURE

—ART
—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

2LC0MMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW
—UTERATURE 
—MIUTARY 
—MUSIC 
—PHILOSOPHY 
—POUnCS/GOVERNMENT

—REUGION
—SCIENCE
—SCULPTURE
—SOaAL/HUMANITARIAN
.-THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPEOFY)
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES Circa 1925 BUILDER/ARCHITECT
Curtiss & Bright, developers

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

85 Deer Run, known commonly as "the Alamo" for its vague resemblance 
to the famous Texas monument, is one of the first four residences con­
structed as part of the Miami Springs development. Built between 1924 
and 1925 by Glenn Curtiss for his mother, Lua Curtiss, the building may 
speculatively be attributed to local • architect Martin L. Hampton. "Mama 
Lou" as Curtiss' mother was known, did not like the residence and later 
moved to 150 Hunting Lodge Calso included in the Miami Springs thematic 
group). In October 1929, Florence E. Griffith bought the property and . 
lived there until the late 1940's. The building is particularly note­
worthy architecturally for its combination of Pueblo and Mediterranean 
Revival eleiiieiiLs.----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE



Qbibuographical references
-t ^

• V

4 - ¥

See bibliography in cover nomination

IQgeographical data

Sifp Size (Approx. Acreage of Property): 

Less than 1 acre 

UTM Coordinates:
I 1, l\ Is I 7.1 I .^1 7|0 I b, .81 .S.S I 4tS .nl
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Township Range Section

53 41 18-19

LOCATION SKETCH OR MAP

ATTACHED

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Amend. Plat Section 1, Country Club Estates,

LISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

state code county code
N/A

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

N/A

IHform prepared by
NAME / TITLE

Elise Ti. Branlt—Hnessly/Micbaol Tlimny September 1985
ORGANIZATION DATE

Metro-Dade County/Bureau of Historic Preservation
STREET & NUMBER

D i V i S i on of Arcbi^rec; Hi s to r^
TELEPHONE

& Records Manaaement
CITY OR TOWN

Tallaha s see

STATE

Florida
ZIP CODE

32301



NPS Form 10-900-* 
0«2)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Item number

0MB No. 1024^0018 
Expires 10-31^87

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group

dnr-11

___ Country Club Estates Thematic Resources
StateDadp. rniintv. FT.nRTnA

Nomination/Type of Review

//

A
Dafe/Signature

Adams, Carl G., House Entered in the 
National Register

^^4?^per Af/z/dS'

Attest
u

Ihferef T* {^eper /'/a /if 1

Attest
^ i-------------—£--------

Curtiss, Lua, House II in
•^^tf^per

Attest
V

Osceola Apartment Hotel
/deeper

A(// /f t"

Attest

Clune Building EIntered in the
■^^eepev

national Rr-glstei*
Attest

ty

Hequembourg House -or ec ^ ii biffi
H&glstcr

'■^K^per
Ai/t/7 i~

Attest
^ ^ ff ‘ f r

Mlllard-McCarthy House Keeper

Attest

/A.

SabBtentlT* teyiswHeermance, Andrew, House

DOE/OWNER
Keeper

OBJECTION
Attest

/

Hotel Country Club ten.. Keeper

DOE/OWr/eR G L jRCT-:0G Attest
/ d -

jWhwi ffer'ew
10. Curtiss, Glenn, House

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION
Attest



/eXj

WASO Form-177 
(“R" Jum 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Curtiss, Lua, House 1 (Country Club 
Estates TRT 
Dade County
flDridA

O resubmission
Q nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
Q appeal

Working No. 1985
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: z^d/^^y/ds /^//i/rs 

i-AgCEP
Entered in
national Hegisten.

:ept_
.RETURN.
.REJECT.

j/-/-fS

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: [HI sample □ request □ appeal Q NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline____
Date________

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed helnw

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes □ no

7. Description

Condition
CD excellent
CD good 
□ fair

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered

Check one
□ original site
□ moved data

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph 
O completeness
O clarity
□ alterations/integrity
□ dates
Q boundary selection



8. Significanoe

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity >
□ applicable criteria
□ justification of areas checked
Q relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

9. Major Bibliographical Refarances

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. Stata Historic Preservation Officer Cartification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state it:

national stata local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Sgn6d - Date Phone:

Commenti for any item may be continued on an attached aheet















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64QQQ114
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March 6, 1985
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Services 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places:

I have been advised that the Florida Department of State, 
Division of Archives, History and Records Managment has 

recommended that. The ^amo/ I ua r.urt.i*;*; Hoiicp be placed on the 

National Register of Historic Places.
I am the owner of this property and I am responding in favor 

of The Alamo/ Lua Curtiss House being placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Please see that this letter concuring with the nomination is 

placed in the record.

Yours Tl»^y^fallory Frank^honberger 
85 Deer Run

Miami Springs, Florida.33166

cc:Michael F. Zimny
Historic Sites Specialist 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF ARCHIVES,
HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT
The Capitol, Tal1ahassee,Florida 32301-8020


