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Oname
HISTORIC^^5*—Justus Ramsey Stone House

AND/Q&.COMMON L
Jtie Justus Ramsey House .r \ , r •: , -Cr.c

o LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER

252 West Sevetith Street
—NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN
St.Paul __

VICINITY OF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
4th

Minnesota CODE 27 '^o^'S&msey 123

Hclassification

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP
DISTRICT —PUBLIC

i^BUILDINGIS) X_PRIVATE

STRUCTURE BOTH
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—OBJECT _|N PROCESS

—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
^.OCCUPIED

—UNOCCUPIED

2L.WORK IN PROGRESS 
ACCESSIBLE 

X-YES: RESTRICTED

— YES; UNRESTRICTED
—NO

PRESENTUSE
-AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
J?COMMERCIAL —PARK

EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MIUTARY —OTHER:

□(owner of PROPERTY
George E. Wilm

STREETS NUMBER
250 West Seventh Street

CITY. TOWN
St.Paul VICINITY OF

STATE

Minnesota

□location of legal description
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Register of Deeds - Ramsey County Courthouse

STREETS NUMBER
Kellogg Boulevard and St. Peter Street

CITY. TOWN
St. Paul,

STATE
Minnesota

□ representation in existing SURVEYS
TITLE

Statewide Historic Sites Survey/Historic !St.Paul Bldgs. Survey
DATE

1973/1964 —FEDERAL -26TATE —COUNTY JkoCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Minnesota Historical Society/St.Paul Planning Department
CITY, TOWN ,St. Paul STATE Minnesota
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CONDITION CHECK ONE
-EXCELLENT

JCqqOD

—FAIR

—bETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

—UNALTERED
JSALTERED

CHECK ONE
JIoriginalsite

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Justus C. Ramsey House is a one-room stone cottage constructed between 1855 and 

1857 with locally quarried limestone, laid in rough ashlar courses. The front facade is 
trimmed stone while the side and rear walls are merely rough "slag" pieces of stones 
roughly laid up in 18-inch thick walls. Originally, the only windows were at the 
front facade, along with the door, but two windows were cut in the east wall sometime 
after the turn of the century. The house is roofed with a simple gable with a 
single chimney midway along the rop^peak. Wide, unornamented cornice boards give 
definition to the early Greek Revival appearance. Noteworthy are the heavy dressed 
stone lintels over the windows and door at the front facade.

The building is in need of repair and restoration, although in very good 
structural condition for its age. The interior, however, has been badly altered,for 
in the course of past repairs to the building the interior butternut woodwork and 
baseboards had been inadvertently destroyed.

The cottage is located near the St. Paul central business district and along 
one of the city's busiest traffic arterials. West Seventh Street, which is the old 
Fort Snelling Road. The site is presently endangered due to a contemplated widening 
of the street in the near future.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
—1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
—1700-1799

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW V-!

^1800-1899

—1900-

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

—AGRICULTURE
-^ARCHITECTURE

—ART

—COMMERCE

_communications

—COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—RELIGION
—SCIENCE

-SCULPTURE
—MILITARY 

rJLlYiusiCj:-.
-SOCIAIVHUMANITARIAN

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY 
__INVENTION

—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—THEATER 
—TRANSPORTATION 
?L0THER (SPECIFY)
Immigration and 

settlement
SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1855-57 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Built between 185^^nd 1857 and a well-preserved representation of an early 

pioneer cottage, the stone building, known commonly as The Justus Ramsey House 
is an excellent example of frontier stone craftsmanship.

Justus Ramsey, brother and business/real estate partner of the Minnesota 
political giant, Alexander Ramsey (see nomination form for the Alexander Ramsey 
House) is cpmmonly attributed to have built this house as his first residence.
However, a check of the Minnesota Historical Society's Ramsey manuscripts, a 
collection of business and personal records for both brothers, reveal that the 
first reference to the building is a lease in 1857 to a well-known historical 
family in early Minnesota. Also a thorough check of the early St. Paul city 
directories and land transfer records fail to uncover any evidence of a Ramsey 
residency. They do, however, reveal that the building was constructed during 
Ramsey's ownership. This is further reinforced by a check of the city real estate 
tax records which show a major tax increase for 1857.

Ramsey lost the building in 1859 as a result of the financial crash which nearly 
bankrupted the embryonic state and the stone house then went through a lengthy series of 
land transfers until the turn of the century. The house has traditionally been used as 
Income property since its earliest days and has seirved as residence for some of St, Paul's 
most colorful pioneers. The Munger ferothers, a family who later became millionnaires, 
trading in grain issues at Duluth, M nnesota are the first recorded residents. One 
brother, W. A. Munger,V>i:s especially^well known for he is locally attributed to have 
commissioned Dan Emmett, the brother of the state's first Supreme Court Justice,
Lafayette Emmett, to write the famous song "Dixie," This apparently took place during 
Emmett's visit to St. Paul in the late 1850s and a specially requested work for Monger's 
band, the first private band organized in Minnesota..Should further research prove this 
true, the house would be the only extant site to interpret this incident.

The house, during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century was the home of a 
pioneer clothier, a real estate entrepentiet, and even functioned for a short time as a 
kitchen for the neighboring boarding house. In the 1930s the house was bought by its 
present owner, and has been used as part of an antique store ever since.

The Justus G. Ramsey House is mainly important for its association with the Ramsey 
family. Justus and Alexander were tightly associated in their early business dealings 
and no doubt that the location of the stone house had some part in the location of the 
first Alexander Ramsey House, the first permanent governor's house, on the lot to the rear. 
When the stone house first exchanged hands, both brothers owned an equal share of the 
property.
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Qmajor bibliographical references

Historic St. Paul Buildings; St. Paul City Planning Department,
St. Paul, Minnesota 1964 

St. Paul City Directions; 1856-1900
"Register of Deeds Land Records," Register of Deeds, St. Paul, Minnesota 
"The Ramsey Papers Collection," Minnesota Historical Society Manuscripts Department"^
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE -COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE --COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Thomas Lutz
ORGANIZATION.

Minnesota Historical Society
DATE ■
3/26/75

STREETS NUMBER

Building 25, Fort Snelling
TELEPHONE
612-726-1171

QTY OR TOWN
St. Paul M-iV [

STATE
Minnesota -

Estate historic preservation officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL___  STATE____  LOCAL X

,c va,--

As the designated State HistoricPresen/atiort Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natignal Register arid certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National PaflTs^ice. ----- ' ~ '

^SIGNATURE

TITLE 
FbR NFS USE ONLY

Russell W. Fridley
State Historic Preservation Officer

DA^E ^

I HEREBYCERT^^TTHIS PaaEIST^^S)^DE THE NATIONAL REGISTER ’' ” -■lilllliiliiillil
____
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NFS USE ONLY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
/ PROPERTY MAP FORM

APR 2 8 WS'

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME
HISTORIC

Justus Ramsey Stone House
AND/OR COMMON

Justus Ramsey House

LOCATION
CITY, TOWN -VICINITY OF

St. Paul
COUNTY

Ramsey
STATE

Minnesota

MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE uses - St. Paul East Quadrangle, Minnesota, 7.5 Minute Series
SCALE 1:24000 DATE 1967 Photorevised 1972

REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES
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SlNAME as it appears on federal register: 
^^.amsey, Justus, Stone House

sOTHER names;

;^OCATlON ^ number
"^252 Weat Sev4&ti St.

city / town
Paul

vicinity of ^ate
-m

, county
‘^msey

f^^te of entry:^/6/75 county cod«-

123
@NPS REGION-

Midwest
7) cv^r^zf^PRim[ OSTiTi OMUNICIPH PCOUHTY DMUITIPIE □FEDERAKagency name). ©administrator:.

EXISTING SURVEYS GHAESOliUR DKSl. FUNDED? gYiT OKO |(g)CONGRESS. DISTRICT ^ 7H [©SOURCE of NOMINATION i^^SUTE

. kt;.i;T:R hlSIDiIlt DliiKICT?
hr::---- -------- ------- -------

I^NO
Ca)iVI’HiK HATIOKAL HISTOiUC UHPMARR?

□ YtS, NAME.

-^CONDITION
□ excellent 
i^good
□ fair

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed
□ im excavated

gfaltci-ed C?6riginal site
□ unaltered Gmoved
□ reconstructed Gunknown
□ excavated

. !?NQ
©acreage

□ FEDERAL_______________
if s^e w^repareil form?

□ local Oprivate organization

@£eatures; ^.^SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 o:5^SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^GSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3
2C^N0T INTACT-O 
k:
"□UNKNOWN-4
^□NOT APPLICABLE-7

2gnot INTACT-0 
“□ UNKNOWN-5 
2d NOT APPLICABLE-8

O^NOT INTACT -O 
>□ UNKNOWN-6
SO NOT APPLICABLE-9

^ AC C P) 5 S P^ES - Res: ricted O YES —Unrestricted □ No Access □Unknown (^^AOAPTIVE USE ^YES DNO

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH.-15 □ POLITICS/GOVT.-21
□ LAW-IB

□ LITERATURE-17

SAVED? DYES j IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? □ yes0no

0AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : GENGINEERING-1I
□ ARCUE0L0SY-prc(ijstnric-2 DCOMMERCE-B □ ENTERTAINHENT-26
□ ARCHEOLOGY-liistoric-I □ COMMUNICATIONS-? □ EXPLORATION-12
□ AGRICULTURE-3 □ CONSERVATION-8 □HEALTH-27
a'ARCHITECTURE-A / aECOHOMlCS-B □ INOUSTRY-13
□ ART-5 □ EDUCATION-10 □ INVENTION -14

□ MILITARY-18 
^ MUSIC-19 vX

□ PHILOSOPHY-20

□ RECREATION-28
□ REllGlON-22 ^a'SETTLEMENT-29-^

□ SCIENCE- 23 DURBAN PLAHNING-31
□ SOCIAL/HUMAKITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)

□ SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 _______________
□ TRANSPORTATIOH-25 __

^CLAIMS', explain 
‘first’□

‘oldest’□ 

•only’ □

Mfunctions
I '^.h:n historically significant: House
P currently; House/commercial use

^dates of initial construction: >/l857 
major alterations: 
historic events:

I^ETHNIC CROUP 
ASSOCIATION

1©architectural style(s): 
i Greek Revival elements

^architect: ^master builder: ^engineer:

| landscape architect / garden desigDner; ^interior decorator: ^ artist: partisan: ^builder/contractor:

i rERSONAL; (f) Alexander Ramsey - prominent MN Political leader and business partner and brother of (2) Justus Ramsey - original 
owner of house (3) Hunger Brothers - later residents - grain speculators - associated with (4) Dan Emmett - author of song

"Dixie".events;

institutional:

[l^NATIONAL register write-up Ashlar limestone, 1 story, rectangular, gabled roof, interior chimney, glazed front center 

entrance recooeed- in paneled surround^with flanking windows, plain frieze, stone window and door lintels; side windows

added, c. 1900; major interior alterations, 20th C. Greek Revival elements. Built for Justus Ramsey, locally prominent busi-

nessman.
brother of prominent MN political leadeWlexander Ramseyt^jJ^latei^-reeidence of the Munger Brothers, one of whom rts

believed to have commissioned Dan Emmett to write the song "Dixie" in-the-lata-iSSarfti^

!-AODITlONAt SPACE NEEDtO. NUMBER & PUT ON


