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CiTY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Saint Paul Minnesota
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Statewide Historic Sites Survey =g
DATE OF SURVEY: 1974 [] Federal [ State [ County [ Local = ; =i
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STREET AND NUMBER: -
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(Check One)

Excellent [J Goed ] Fair [C] Deteriorated [J Ruins [C] Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) _(€Xterior) (Check One)
] Altered Unaltered ] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Adolf Muench House is a Eyﬁ and one half story frame dwelling
constructed during the mid-1880s,” Designed in the Queen Anne Style,
the Victorian housgfremains well preserved with original window sash
and trim, clapboard siding, and porch and gable detailing.

Located high on the Mississippi River bluff over the central
business district of Saint Paul, the house's most prominent feature from
that location is the finely detailed octagon corner tower, The tower,
incidently, still sports its original, wrought-iron weather vane, The
house's exterior features are typically Queen Anne, being asymmetrical
on all four sides,

Although originally built as a single family home, the residence
became duplexed as part of the housing shortage in Saint Paul during
World War I and has remained sg’till today, Despite this change, the
interior has undergone very minor alteration, still retaining most of
its original woodwork, The house has been well maintained by its
owner of the past sixty years and is in excellent structural condition,
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[ Pre-Columbian|
[ 15th Century

[J 16th Century
[J 17th Century

[ 18th Century
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[C] 20th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education O] Political Clifocten Pllening

(O] Prehistoric [[] Engineering Y [J Religion/Phi- Other (Specity)

[] Historic = lndusfry(lumberln ) losophy Immigration and
[C] Agriculture [ Invention [C] Science Settlement
Architecture [ Landscape [ Sculpture
O Art Architecture [J Secial/Human-

[0 Commerce [ Literature itarian
Communications [ Military [0 Theater
[] Conservation [ Music [CJ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Adolf Muench House was the home of one of Saint Paul's leading
nineteenth century, German citizens and who was a member of a family
which played a leading role in not only the development of the city
but also the state from territorial-days.

Adolf Muench came to Minnesota along with his three brothers, Emil,
Gustav and Herman, in the 1850s from Saxony, Prussia., Spending his
early days in Taylors Falls, Minnesota, an important early lumbering
center, he moved to Saint Paul in 1871 to form the Muench Bros., Lumber
Company, This company was a business offshoot of an earlier lumbering
enterprise. begun with e Minneapolis milling giant, W, D. Washburn,

In Saint Paul Adolf Muench also became the president and publisher
of the old "Volkszeitung" newspaper. This was a consolidation of two
former Saint Paul German papers, founded during territorial days,

Under Muench's leadership it became the foremost voice of the German
people in Saint Paul and a significant force in city and state politics.

The Adolf Muench House is a symbol of the Muench family which
between the four brothers played a significant role in the political,
economic and social development of the city and state. The family
provided a territorial representative, a state treasurer, a leading
physician, and a business enterprise which helped to develop the state's
embryonic lumbering industry. The house further is a well preserved
and maintained example of towered Queen Agpfarchltecture, constructed
of excellent materials and reflecting the’owner's occupation.,
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Paul, Minnesota, 1912, p. 532,

St, Paul City Directories, 1863-1913/14 inclusive,
"Minnesota Biographies, 1655-1912", Collections of the Mlnnesota Hlstorical

Society, Vol. 14, published by the Minnesota Historical Society, St.

"Minnesota Journalism in the Territorial Period'", Daniel S,B. Johnston,
Collections of the Minnesota Historical Society, Vol. 10, part 1,

Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1905, pp. 286-9.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Thomas Lutz - Historic Sites Survey and Planning i

ORGANIZATION
Minnesota Historical Society

DATE

27 Decembexr 1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

Building 25, Fort .Smelling

CITY OR TOWN:

Saint Paul

As the designatéd State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been '
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of signiﬁcance of this nomination is:
National State [] Local

;ﬁ//%/ﬁz//

STATE

Russell W, Fridley

Title State Histori

Officer

CODE

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Prese:

Date
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Keeper of The N, tonal Register

74/ 25

Date

Ny
7 v

GPO 931.894

3dS

SNl aonsglsNl



LI eV ML~ y
OO\D\ 2
WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR b ./ 7

(“R” June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

)@@d\L fluond Jdewns

(kDD \)”—-‘— 2
o‘v@v)ﬁu\ NN

[J resubmission

[J nomination by person or local government
[J owner objection

[J appeal

Substantive Review: ] sample [ request [J appeal

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due: y) J

Action: X accert _BMIQ/FH
__ _RETURN
st REJECT

Federal Agency:

[T NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

Ed excellent [C] deteriorated O unaltered O original site

[ good [ ruins [ attered ] moved date

] fair ] unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[] summary paragraph
] completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
[] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

[ completeness

[ clarity

[ applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

[J Photographs
[J other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MIIIREATA

e 2 04
Date Entered @AY 13

Nane Location
¥uskego Chuzch S¢. Paul
Ramsey County i
luckett, David, liouse §t, Paul
Ransey County
Brunson, Benjamin, House ) St. Paul
Ranmsey County
Ramgey County
Stockton Roller Mill : Stockton
Winona County
Dodge Farm Rocheater .,

Olmsted County

Fire Department Nuumber (ne Buluth
St. Louls County

Hicollet House Hotel St, Petar _
Nicollet County

Administration Building - Minnesota State Public Owatonna
School for Lependent and hegiected Children Stesle County

Also Notified

Hon. Walter F. Mondale State liistoric Presesyvation Ufficerx
Lon. Bubert i. Cuaphrey My, Znssell W, Fridley

$lou, Jospph L Karth Dizector

Fon. Altert B. Cuie Minnceota iistoricel Soeciety

Hon. Janes Oberstew 655 Cadar St.

Hon, Tuvzna Fazzdoxa ft. Faul, MNioaesota 55101

Regional Director, Midwest Region
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NAME s 17 arprars 1u rEDERAL PEGISTER: Muench, Adolf, House

OTHER KAMES: "The Manor" . af”~

LOCATION/ o
STREET & NUMBER 653 Ffﬂf F'if-t'h 3t.
CITY. TOWN /S,t Paul ‘ . CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT 4th
h VICINITY OF /"
STATE . Minnesota COUNTY }émsey code 123

OWNER OF PROPERTY! (circle) .STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) :

MID ATLANTIC  SOUTHEAST :

SOUTHWEST R MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

ADMINISTRATOR (underiine)
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTI

FEATURES: INTERIOR ENVIPONS
— Substantially intact-1 - ly intact-2 - Substantially intact-3
— unknown - 4 B —.unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 g le-38 _ Nct appliczkle-9
/ ' ~Interior, exterior, clvircn intact-0 1 L e
CONDITION =  —EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED %o S ORIGINAL SITE
—G000 —RUINS LTERED __MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED Reconstructed ~Unkncwn
~Unexcavated -Excavated
ACCESS — Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted Urknown
3 historic district ? YES @
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