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in the Summer of 1335, when Poe left it to
work in Richmond, and was soon followed by
his aunt and her daughter, Virginia, his
fiancée.
Property Is Owned By City

Legally city property, it is on indefinite
lease to the Edgar Allan Poe Society of Bal-
timore, The condition and popularity of the
house, where young Edgar
done his first serious, and successful, prose
writing, reflect glory on the man who rates
as Baltimore's most widely-known literary

But in another sence, the existence of Balti-
edit to the

thought of identifying physical objeets as defi-
nitely Poe’s. What the society set out to do,
at its own expense, was to restore the house
1o approximately its appearanee in Poe’s da
“The house had then been standing only te
or twenty years,” Mrs. t adds, “so it
seemed good history, as well as housekeeping,
10 give the walls a new coat of plaster.”

Acquiring Relics Not Feasible

Poe relics from outside were similarly out
of the question, because ity and
wery high market value has brought virtually
all ‘either into public ownership or private
i

have yet been realized, of course,

“An architect who studied the house found.
that the rear room on the ground floor—the
old kitchen—originally had a fireplace. It will
cost about $300 to have one put in again,”
says Mrs. Gault, “and we are now trying fo
raise the money.

"We have located a stonemason with a sup-

of bricks of the proper age.”

Colkg: Club To Plant Garden

Last Friday, when the Poe Society met in
the Pratt Library's Poe Room for its first
meeting of the fall, Mrs. Gault reported that
the College CiuB of Baltimore has undertaken

Edgar's grandmother.

“Mrs. Poe died while they were living here.
and we think probably In this roo
French. It now nale ol lamp, andirons
SR e et
and other appropriate furniture. The out-
standing feature is a very old and valuable
four-poster rope bed, donated by Mr. and Mrs.
Townsend.

Another ancient bed, with acorn trim, is
1n 6 back bedroom, belleved that of Mrx.
Clemm and her young daughte:

Up an even more difficult Simb of stairs
is an eaved, single-windowed bedroom thought
O R R e T e

attress and an old_patchwork

gest. visitor
fried to carve lnitials or
eports. “Rather, they

touch everything,” he re
try to put the By they know of
Poe’s works.

“One little boy demanded a trip down to

the cellar—which is bare, and fioored with
earth as in 1835—because he thought there
might be a black cat there.

“And we've even had them so young they
think Poe is still alive. I remember one small
lad who couldn’t understand why no kitchen
apparatus is visible.

“‘Where does Mr. Poe get his breakfast?"
he kept asking.”

odist Church. In Springfield Auditorium.
.15

Saturday
FREDERICK—Song, costume, drill, theme
match ‘at Hood College. Hod-

son Ouldoor Theater. 2 P
ST. MARY'S CITY—"The Comedy 2 Er-
rors.” Barter Theater of pro-

‘ginis
duction, At St. Mary's Senftnary Jusior
College. 8 P.

re’s

saclety itself—to the unflagging zeal of a few lety members directing the restoration (4 plant and weed a small flower garden mext 4

people—less than 100 originally., and none of followed. the. example.of Willamaburg and year in the plot behind the Amity street house. it rom the cotiection of Dr, Wiliam Rush e oo =
Valley Forge, seeking simply furniture and Dunton, _retired Catonsville psychiatrist, g’# i

them greatly more wealthy than Poe himeelt
—who wanted 203 Armity street set o rights.

“I think the first mn\l- to preserve the
Pos house began about 1924," recaila Dr. John
Coblia Franch, *wills the Poa Soelity wis
being formed.” He himself, its founder, is now
honorary presidént; last Gctober 1, when the

ety marked the centenary of Poe's death
T it !alllmuu h\' nv!mr\! (i\rl house, the
fweaty-Afth anniversary
Adjudged To Be His Dwelling

It was not even certain, then, which house
Poe had lived 1. City directories of the time
cslicin raukdemes 1y the family o Amity
street; but the numbering system had changed
in the years between. Close research by the
Jate Miss May Gacretson Evans finaly settled
the point.
Hcl:ln( at first to buy the house from its

decorations of the right peri
Mary Willoughby Townsend, a Catonsville
interior decorator, came to supervise the work
and ended by registering as a member, one of
the society’s most enthusiastic. Other mem-
bers raised funds for the purchase of antiques,
or donated family belongings of adequate age.
The house is very small, this being part of
itx charm; its three floors contain five rooms
altogether. They are choicely furnished, and

Dr. John Calvin French, founder of the Poe Society, stands beside the fireplace
in the Pos heuse sitting room. The portrait was painted by Louise G. Young.

"Vicafile Clos was yery fisd o fawasa,”

Dr. French remarks, is known to have
kem s i iving ta Becdinn.
u know, attitudes toward Poe remain
sharp, atter ail these years. Peopla sither re-
vere him o reject him. And the former seem
to be a clear majority.”

Poe Society reverence is evident from the
moment of entry into No. 203. A portrait of
him by Louise G. Young is above the living
- mlnteh\!c! Beneath—exhumed from
a later covering of is—are the salmon-
colored bricks of me original fireplace.

Where Poet's Grandmother Died
In the Kitchen stands a handsome pine
dining table, set with antique crockery. Up
the precipitous winding stairs are two bed-
ms, the front one—again with fireplace—
assigned to Mrs. David Poe, widow of the

whose hobby is quilts

By the Jight is  schoolmaster desk, vith
quill pen laid out as if awaiting an absent
riter, Here, for all Mistory ean say, is wher
Poe wrote “MS, found in a Bottl e tale
that won him the Baltimore .\nmvdﬂv Visiter
prize, his first literary recognitior

Looking For A Black Cat
Open Wednesday and Saturday alternoons
—and possibly also Sundays, soon—the house
has as custodian Walter L. Hoopes, now re-
tired after more than 25 years as superin-
tendent of the Towson post office.
Mr. Hoopes, who remembers \l'r\ﬂ!y his

Daily more people come to the tiny house at 203 Amity street. Nl oot

only a year ago, it has become one of the places visitors to

timore want to see.

Mrs. H. Matthew Gault, president of the Poe Society, which restored the poet's

dwelling on

Amity street, sits at the dining table set up in the literary shrine.
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‘The number of visitars is mounting steadily, ~all around the Poe house, SALISBURY—“The  Comeds of Errors.”
more and more outoftowners ask directions By 1947, when the society took over at Isst  The Hungarian-born conductor rehearses his orchestra, long  sor was Stokowskiy a hard man to follow, the more orthodox Barter, Theater of Virginia production. {
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house itself, neat as a Pos autograph. shambies w "
gives more promise of enduring than it did  After more than a century, there was no {he society owes no man. Not all its desires Revolutionary War friend of Lafayette and first reading of Pos tales decades ago, has CAMBRIDGE— T"P Sh““'Oﬂ Barter The-
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