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Beverly Hills. Officials plun to use mansion and
Road for

park, other purposes.

The city has an option to|

of the 19-acre property for|
$275,000 each within 21
months from the present
lowners, the Park-Grey Corp.
of Chicago.

Officials hope to use the
mmslon and ds at 501
N. Doheny m the hills
north of Smuet Blvd. for a
water reservoir, a park and|
undefined "cultura purpo-|

ses."
Museum Plan Fails

Original “Binu to convert
the castle-like mansion, with)
its thick concrete walls and
many bedrooms and banquet|
halls, into an art museum
have fallen through and the|
city must now seek an alter-|
nate use for the building.

The Greystone purchase is
being financed with water
bond revenues and general|
{|funds, If Beverly Hills exer-|
Jcises its option on the re-
maining parcels, as expect-
ed, the total cost of $1.1 mil-
‘|lion will be met from $330,-
+|000 in water bonds and $770,
:|000 in general funds.
‘| The city also has made ap-|
*[plication tnr possible federal
'|assistance under an open-
‘lland acquisition act recently
‘|passed by Congress, but its|
"leligibility has not yet been|
*|determined.
Three-Year Effort
5| The exchange of deeds in
»[the Beverly Hills City Coun-
cil chambers Monday was
the culmination of a three-
iyear effort to preservel

Greystone from possible de-
‘[struction by subdividers.
At various times, the city,
\|state and private institutions
*lconsidered acquiring the es-
tate for various pu:

The mansion was Ut be-
tween 1929 and 193
constructed of ateel-rein-

stone facing and a slate roof,
It includes such features as I
movie theater, a bowling al-

| plant.

forced concrete with sand-{™an Leonard

INTERIOR SPLENDOR—Main stairway of Grey-
stone mansion, leading down to the ro:-pt“l:.n.h:.ll

Beverly Hills Acquires

Greystone Estate Parcel

City Has Option to Buy Two More Sections;
Reservoir, Park and Cultural Area Planned

BY KEN REICH
Timaes Stat Writer
Beverly Hills city officials handed over a $550,000
check Tuesday and took title to the 8.1-acre main sec-
tion of the Greystone estate, palatial home of the late
Edward Laurence Doheny IT.

buy two remaining parcelsiSmall lake, a formal garden

with a fountain and statua-
ry, a guest house, tennis
courts, swimming , sta-|
bles, kennels and guest|
apartments.

Although some of the
rooms have been stripped of|
their fine wood paneling and
the house is badly in need of
reconditioning, it is mainly
intact. The Doheny heirs
moved out in 1955 and it has
been vacant since then.

City officials have estima-|
led annual mﬂinimancse ogé

the grounds will run §7:
and the house, $5,000.

Beverly Hills does not|
plan to recondition the house|
at its own expense. This will
be up to the party that
agrees to mlke use of it for a;
city-approve

%ﬂgl?u on tﬁs part ‘of the|
City Couneil to finance the

urchase through a bond
[uue failed when voters last|
May refused to give it the
necessary two-thirds majori-|

ty.
Posteard Poll

The councilmen then or-
dered a postcard poll of re-
gistered voters in August.
This resulted in informal ap-
proval of their decision to go
ahead with the purchase
anyway. The vote was 4,891
yes and 1,991 no.

The council unanimously,
approved the purchase
agreement Monday, 5 to 0.

Opposition within Beverly|
Hills to buying the estate be-
came militant over the bond
issue during the campaign,|
but since then has been rela-|
tively quiet.

However, a group of
realtors and businessmen
has been meeting privately
in recent weeks to map oppo-
sition in next year's council-
15| manie election to Mayor|

Clapp and Council-
Horwin, the
main sponsors of the pur-
chase.

There are also reports of a

ley and its own dry- -clumng possible taxpayers' suit, but

hese are unconfirmed.

The nds
1it inclu!dr:u a waterfall and|
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