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By SUZANNE PERRY
Midasapotia Siar St Writer
John Vetrano ls & Victorian junkie.

‘addiction knows 1o bounds. He lives 18 &
Victortan house, with three rooms filled with
Victorian furniture. His basement Is full of
Victorian collections, including &
bathtub, an ornate chandeller and &

ke shower with four sprays.

A recent discusion o that shower prompted
vmnmur-m an 193
rative tol o hat

ts pages, Il! said,
o PoFthem in your livieg rooen

“That gives you a clue to why [ love the
Victorians—tere's no end to (L.

were 50 nice you

Vetrano and hia wife, Pat, also sell
furnishi

reproductions of Victorian
mirrors to seats o
11 you happen o need  combinslon

RNl ros e et wxmsims wix £
ofaumental prancing horse, hey can g
one. Their business Is called Victorian

The era of 2 Quota Victoria g the
reputation of being  pridish, e
but Vetrano “The Vi

pleces.
was gwul.lhl.
developing tate during mich of the Victoria
SURE AN LI M T 14,40 Victorias
hard (o come by In this ares.

Vetrano plans to restore ornate gas-electric chan

decorate the h d b
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f John Vetrano

tvle furnishi
¥

He brings Vlctorlan era
alive and makes a living

L

WEATHER VANE-LIGHTNING ROD
Reproduction in Vetrano house

‘etrano said easterners take for granted some
i pleces be finds so precious.
o's pass ia isnocenly suoug’.
“It ws & progresaive U
was Into antiques and
farmyards. Emyu:in n beds to
bty B Anylllln| we thought
‘we could n-‘
The tew Viciorlan pieces—originals and
Teproductions- Mlncmwred
gl k Wit vedy sitiecs urzicars,
nu.u Sucl lncrfu] flowing lines.”
After s bad jence with & Minnesota
e dealer, Vetrano decided he would set up
Busines for bimse
Hoand Pat, who were then living In & duples,

ier that came from Philadelphia

COL ‘E‘

ariet

vanety
variety

the minneapolis star  Wed., Mar. 8, 1978 1B

#0ld most of their IIWMU turniture, bought &
few furniture reproductions wholesale and
bey nﬂvmhlngn wmmlnmm:
expa

lrlhl thll mr llm-
mirror pefmmumﬂm tretwork and
grilles.

Ju Iul'ull 1"5. Ih! Vﬂrlmn bnu.mln 1887

pllru hlnljnh mn. o appon mclly
£21t would haye during the Victorias period.
Linoleum has been removed, fireplace mantels

‘The Vetranos spead their vacations
mungm rotac the matlon fof doarknobe,
, lamps, tile or anything that catehes
o L
& 19th-century Minnespolis house that was to
torn down minutes later.

He estimates It will be another 10 years
befare the house is exactly the way he wants it
Meanwhile be s trying o find oul everything
possible about the fmi nal owner, who was a
prominent Minneapolls jeweler, Harry Legg.

The front parlor, back patlar and dining room
are now furnished
reprodustions, whlthl!vu customers the
chance touch, know what they're
ROINg L0 §

Several original pieces are Included so that
cwslomen o s e} be workmaaship, “Our

ry gou I 0 oferthe most

iy h-aaality reproductons hveslabi, uumgn
we have to temper that with affordability."”

trano said.

The furniture generally s expensive—sofas

sell for a4 much 1 os $08 $o8 yum for up to §262.

Solid features such as

(mponad & e ia glm e iy eleciric or

un are priced as high as §73L. A four.
een-size bed sells for $1.216.

But Vetrano points (o the hand-carved solid
Honduras mahogany used In the furniture, the
jerviad ilee martiaof the tabist, the
lelicate glass of the “It's expensive, but
o for what you're gefing

. , ..
Vetranos are restoring 1887 house at 1601 Park Av. S.

Gednéy' °"
turpsred

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



