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DEATH MY INADE |
N PALAGE OF SPIRITS

-|Eccentric Mrs, Winchester, It
Is Feared, Is on Her Last
Sickbed in San Jose,

IN{DOCTORS CLOSE AT HAND

Neuritis, Brought on by 1906
Disaster, May Be Fatal to
Wealthy Recluse.

(Special Disatch to “The Exmmtner.”)

SAN JOSE, June 9.—Mrs, Sarah L.
Winchester, widow of the Inventor-
president of the Winchester Arma Com-
pany, is serfously 11l st Lisnada Villa,
her country home.

Suffering from a nervous break-
down, brought on in the disaster of
1206, when her handsome mansion.
known as “the house of mystery,” was
partially destroyed, the aged woman
has become affiicted with nouritis,

Tmmediate members of the family of
this extremely rich and most eccentric
woman fear for her recovery. Physi-
clans are In constant attendance.

Mra. Winchester, who 1a T8 years old,
has resided in Santa Clara county for
almost twenty years In that time she
bax never appeared|in public,

The history of her private lfs, as
told by those who have been most in-
timate with her, reads llke & page of
fiction,

To Mourn Alone.

Mrs. Winchester came to California
shortly after she was widewed to
mourn the death of Ler husband in
solitude. Bhe ordersd bullt In the
leart of the Santa Clara val
tdence of such magnificent
ture and costly furnlshings that the
nelghbors who lived on adjoining
farma called to vislt her. But of all
who tried to pass the portals of the
mysterious dwelling, none succesded.

Her courltry home consista of mev-
eral hundred acres which ars laig eut
In parks and archards and surrounded
With & nigh Fedge.

The only glimpse which nelghbors
taught of this pecullar woman was
when she was driving in her coupes
and victorias through the beautiful
§rounds. Occaslonally she would
venture outside, but always with the
curtalns of her carriage drawn.

Only Three Know Her.

Only three persons arc known to

: [ have been on terms of Intimacy with
Mrs. Winchester—her niece and confi-
dentlal adviser, Mrs. Fred Marriott of
Menlo Park: Captain Fred Marriott, N.
G. C, and Jesss J. Adel of Ban Jose,
former firat liutenant in the United
States army, at one time finance of
Miss Merriman, nlece and helr to the
millllons of Mrs. Winchester.
' For years Mre. Winchester, on her
occasfonal drives through the valley,
would order her earriags drawn up in
tron! of rome sanitarium and hand
check to her nlece to be given to the
directors, with the rénuest that the
name of the donor be kept secret.

Spirits Bid Her Build.

Shortly after her arrival In San
Joss, Mrs. Winchester Is said to have
recelved a mersage from the “spirit
world” that the must bulld a mansion
and that should the sound of bammer
or any focls ef iron ever cuaye she
would dle.

Ehe brought architects and esrpen-
ters, plumbers and painters from the
East and hired them by the year. Her
home I» now almost 500 feet In length
and half as wide and the height of 1ts
highest tower s seven storfes.

The entrance to the house is in the

<

RPEltakd BO8 Y

Re TP ee T ana

L)

T L

first story of this tower. The doors and
windows of it are covered with white
satin draperies and In it are couches
upholsterad in Indlan silks and other
imported fabrics.
Prayer Room

‘This Is the mysterious prayer room
into which Mrs. Winchester has al-
lowed no one to snter. Here she re-
celves messages from the spirita.

Heneath the mansion Is & wine cel-
lar in which thers are rars old vint-
ages which have not been opened for

ten years.
Mra. Winchester is #aid to have ob-

much like the late Queen Victoria.
—
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